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EUROPEAN COMMISSION 2024 - 2029
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Source: https://commission.europa.eu/about-european-commission/organisation-european-commission/college-commissioners/oliver-varhelyi_en



A LOT HAPPENING – AT ALL TIERS

3

SANTE A

One Health

FAO, UNEP, WHO and WOAH. March 2023



ONE HEALTH DEFINITION

One Health is an integrated, unifying approach that aims to 
sustainably balance and optimize the health of people, 
animals and ecosystems. 

It recognizes the health of humans, domestic and wild 
animals, plants, and the wider environment (including 
ecosystems) are closely linked and inter-dependent. 
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Transdisciplinary 

Across domains

Across Tiers

Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 - mission EFSA

The Authority shall contribute to a high level of protection of 

human life and health, and in this respect take account of 

animal health and welfare, plant health and the 

environment …



INTEGRATED ANALYSIS OF CONSUMPTION OF ANTIMICROBIAL AGENTS AND OCCURRENCE OF 
ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE IN BACTERIA FROM HUMANS AND FOOD-PRODUCING ANIMALS – JIACRA
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European Surveillance of 
Antimicrobial Consumption 

Network (ESAC-Net)

European Antimicrobial Resistance 
Surveillance

Network (EARS-Net)

Food- and Water-borne
Disease Network (FWD-Net)

Network on
Zoonoses Data Collection

EU Summary Report on AMR
in zoonotic and indicator bacteria 
from humans, animals and food 

European Surveillance of 

Veterinary Antimicrobial 

Consumption

(ESVAC)



COVID-19 PANDEMIC: LESSONS LEARNED AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE FUTURE (2022/2076(INI))

251. Calls for establishment of a European cross-agency task force dedicated to the One

Health approach to advance transdisciplinary research and cross-sectoral scientific advice;

245. Calls for the EU to integrate One Health, as 

defined by the WHO, in its public health policies; 

highlights the need to further expand knowledge in 

this field and promote public scientific research in 

order to better understand and reflect the 

interdependencies between human, animal, plant and 

environmental health …; 



EXPONENTIAL GLOBAL FOOD DEMAND 
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Framing the food security challenge (adapted from Keating et al. 2014; Keating and Carberry, 2010)     https://www.nature.com/articles/s41538-018-0021-9.pdf

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41538-018-0021-9.pdf


80% FARMLAND PRODUCES 37% PROTEINS
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Meat and dairy provide just 18% of calories and 37% of protein, it uses the vast majority – 83% – of farmland and produces 60% of agriculture’s greenhouse gas emissions. 
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/360/6392/987/tab-pdf

https://science.sciencemag.org/content/360/6392/987/tab-pdf


One Health (OH) Sustainable food

Apply OH 
approach

Keep up with 
latest 

developments 
in science & 
technology

Invest in 
future 

preparedness

Increase 
relevance 
to society

Team up with 
food safety 

actors across 
the EU & 
beyond

Support 
transition to 

sustainable food 
systems

Safe food

ONE CONFERENCE 2022
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MILESTONES
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ONE Health-
Environment-

Society 

Cross Agency 
Task Force on 

OH

Internal Task 
Force on OH 

Joint Statement 

Framework for 
Action 

2026
2022

2023

2024



0% 10% 20% 30%

Boundaries of regulatory frameworks limiting One Health practices

Lack of collaboration among One Health actors

Limited consideration/involvement of the environmental dimension

Lack of practical tools (e.g. data, methods) to facilitate One Health…

Limited education in One Health

Limited understanding/belief in One Health benefits

Limited resources to implement One Health practices

Lack of harmonised One Health terminology across disciplines and…

Limited resources/research to explore new One Health initiatives

Other barriers

Barriers to the One Health approach (n = 75)

MAIN OH BARRIERS (EFSA SURVEY)
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CROSS-AGENCY ONE HEALTH TASK FORCE  - FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION 
JOINT VIDEO STATEMENT BY 5 EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS - MAY 2024
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSlKEUVDRDA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSlKEUVDRDA


CROSS-AGENCY ONE HEALTH TASK FORCE - FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/cross-agency-one-health.pdf

13



• Health issue: infection in human with Aspergillus spp. 
resistant to treatment with azoles

• Resistance may develop following:

i) therapeutic treatment

ii) environmental exposure (for which there is growing evidence)

• Use of azole fungicides in the environment, four regulatory 
regimes:

o Plant protection products (EFSA)

o Biocides (ECHA), e.g. wood preservatives

o Industrial chemicals (ECHA), e.g. intermediates, dyes, cosmetics

o Veterinary medicines (EMA)

Courtesy: Pietro Stella (BIOHAW)

AZOLE FUNGICIDE RESISTANCE

source: Verweij et al., 2020



STAY CONNECTED

SUBSCRIBE TO
efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters
efsa.europa.eu/en/rss
Careers.efsa.europa.eu – job alerts

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@efsa_eu @methods_efsa
@plants_efsa @animals_efsa

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM
@one_healthenv_eu

CONTACT US
efsa.europe.eu/en/contact/askefsa

FOLLOW US ON LINKEDIN
Linkedin.com/company/efsa

LISTEN TO OUR PODCAST
Science on the Menu –Spotify, Apple Podcast and YouTube 
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