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• Accelerator Platform is a multi-actor co-creation and 
consultation network. 

• It was formed to embed project results into practice and 
sustain collaboration beyond the project’s lifespan.

• Our approach ensures research knowledge (e.g., 
mycotoxins, fermentation) is co-created with stakeholders 
and continuously disseminated across regions.

Accelerator Platform:

Accelerator Platform Composition

Project overview: 

• Programme: Horizon Europe – HORIZON-CL6-2023-
FARM2FORK-01

• Coordinator: Ghent University, Belgium (2024 – 2027) 

• Consortium: 12 partners (Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, Nigeria, 
Kenya, South Africa, EU partners)

• Grant ID: 101136649
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Driving knowledge generation and implementation toward a stronger African Food Safety System
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Contribution to European FSS

• Fostering a safer African Food Safety System (AFSS) 
strengthens the European Food Safety System.

• Supports harmonized standards and safer trade, 
reducing unsafe imports.

• European agencies (EFSA) and projects 
(FoodSafety4EU) facilitate knowledge transfer.

• Innovations contribute to a more resilient global FSS, 
aligning with EU principles.

Cooperation

• Joint research initiatives (e.g., predictive mycotoxin 
models)

• Capacity-building programs: 5 Training Hubs with AU 
universities.

• Co-creation workshops 

• EU collaborators help build systems compatible with 
international standards (Codex, EU).

• Enables EU institutions to invest in and co-create 
solutions (e.g., AU-EU Microbial Biobank Networks).

• Exemplifies a win-win EU-AU partnership for joint 
innovation and shared best practices.
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A joint communiqué on a high-level Accelerator Platform panel discussion (July 2, 2025)

Policy & Institutional Challenges

• Institutional Fragmentation: Responsibilities for mycotoxin control 

are scattered, leading to coordination challenges.

• Regulatory Design: Laws often crafted for formal sectors, 

overlooking informal actors' constraints.

• Incentives & Communication: Over-reliance on legal obligation; 

weak risk communication in local languages.

• Data Systems: Incomplete monitoring and uneven laboratory 

capacity hinder policy formulation.

• Continental Alignment: Difficulty translating AU food safety 

principles into practical, country-specific models.

• Strengthen National Coordination

• Inclusive Regulatory Tools

• Invest in Infrastructure & Communication

• Enhance Data & Evidence Systems

• Leverage Continental Frameworks 
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Recommendations for Policy & Practice
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